AN 


& Fl 
A V — ; R i _ 
” F, 
Y . . f # F, * . ; 
: 1 l 1 = NH L i 5 —_ \ } ; - A 
, - 4 , ; , F 4 F P; 


FOR 
PRESBYTERTE, 


FOR REMOVING 


ÞPR&KEFIUDICETS 


By a Well-wiſher to a true Goſpel Miniſtry. 


Ezra 7. 23. Whatſ/oever is commanded by the God of Heaven, tet 
zt be diligently done for the Houſe of the God of Heaven, &c. 


-- Mat. 10. 25. Tt is enough for the Diſciple that be be as bis Mas 
fer, and the Servant as bis Lord, &c, © | 
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FOR 


PRESBY TERIE. 


2 Hat our Parliament, after all. he Ads, Edids, Pro- 
clamations and Proſecutions\ we have ſcen, in be- 
Mao half of Prelzcy in this Church, now by the ſpace 
me of '7 wenty nine, Years, hath. at lengr by their 
=>. Vote aboliſhed it, : and that this Plane which 
our Heavenly.Farher neyer planted; and hath been 
indeed tothis poor Land, a Root bearing Gall and 


Wormwood, isby. their.-hand rooted. up ;: Is certainly the. Lord's do- _ _ ;; 


ing, and marvellus.in ozreyes,.; And with all a fs Ground of| good 
Hope, that he who hath begun ſo good a work; will alſo perfed ir, by 
the compleat Eſtabliſhment, of the true Gayernment of his Houſe a- 
manegſt us. Burbecauſe ir may be feaced, that after ſo long; adeſuerude 
of| Presbyterie, andafterſo,many excelles, and abuſesas ye have ſeen 
and. felr in Prelacy, enough ro. raiſe jealouſie of the rule and power of 
all Church men ; Men's minds may beill affeRted, and many may iced 
to be'more perfectly inftrufted. in_the way of ; God, BY I thereby deli- 
yered from the prejudices. ther all men are = ro.ſugpeſt,” and cor- 
Tupt.nature rod allyl Va yn: JETT: rob thing 
apotng as a Well. g a Wok l Ps conceive,. 

; nothing can.contri alla chanth FD | a. ( 'c ide-. 
Ss of.wh -is obvious to every one that reads | Ic; 
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(Z) 
of the riſe and eſtabliſhment of the Church, in irs primitive ſimplici. 


© Andthatour-Lord, who.came from Heaven, ,. topurchaſc, redeem, - 
cleanſe and ſanRify his Church, tharhe may preſent to himſelf a glo- 
rious Church, did for this end, and by vertue of the Al/ power piven 
of ki im.in H<caven and wy fend Iorth, and ap ppoſnt ph - - the Perſons 
O Apoflles, niſtry, fo DiKiple all Nagions, b Ba 
” zing and fie apoperal  thent tſoe & ec nded, _. 4s 
"har this Diſcipling and Teaching with the Sacraments and Cenſures 
tos they include, were its All-and Only Work. 

That-the rgannerand end of this Work, on Af Lok of the perfons _ 
therewith. intguſtgd, was purely Miniſterial,-in af Lowlinefs, Love, 
and Meckneſs, for Conyerſation and Edification; and expreſly di- 
ſtinguiſhed. from that Grandure, Authority, and Conſtraint that viſi- 
bly attends all ſecular Governments. 

And {laftly, rhar the only allowance given to it was a right to, and 
promiſe of a neceſſary and juft competency, with a'very _ Dif. 


Charge of caring for. or almoſt havin Ying any more. 
Thefe things, Fay, (and-all conftrmed/by our Lords own moſt 


bleſſed PraGife Bf XAmP le,) are ſo obvious and evident fromthe 
Hiſtory of the Goſpel, that whoever impartielly reflc&s upon them, 
muſt be convinced, hop indeed north ho ore than a 'Miſtery, and an 
unaccouncabledeprhof iniquity, ul ffbly deprive, foholy,foplain 
and'fo innocent an Inſtitution, toall that Luxe, worldly Pomp, Domi- 
nationand Tyranny, that we have feen fihce, bottom'd _ 

Nor is the ſecond ſtepof the Lord's Work, aboutthe fercling of his 
| Churches, lefsjnſtruRive, ſeing that therein; ( '=9 may be ſeen in the 
eAZFs and Epiſtles of the Apoſties,) we xy clearly obſerve vhacaf- 
ter. (through God's Bleffing upon their Labonrs ) they had' in any 

lace gained and gathered a juſt Congregation, they immediarly or- 
| Gin in it, with irs own free choife and conſent, a Company of Elders, 
Biſhops, or, Overſeers, ( all ove 2p ptu igpiaryek Both as /t0 
Name andThing ) in an exa& pariry;v FO) rfce; feed, guide, andicon- 
du& them.according to their reſpefive As, and Offices, by the Lord's 
Word, Sacraments E n3Cenfaces, i in the Paths of Holineſs yore 


ternal Life. 
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- Arid thus:Commending :them'to. the Grace-of God, -they expreſly 
Declare; thiat-nhey had on back nothing-that was, proficable,, 1buc 
ſhewed umwo'them/ all che Counſel of God, and foheaveirhem:as'Chur- 
chescompleat, as to both Ordinances and Officers, with no-otherre= 
ſerveot Superioritytothemfclyes, than of chat extraordinary and 1ne- 
ceſlary one, -of their being their fic Teachers and Miniſters , as the 
immedime Aipofiles of Jeſus, wichour the leaſt veſtige, or infinuati- 
oq of any other ſuperior Office-bearer, either appoirited or wanting a- 
{& them; which as it clearly excludes the neceſſity of Prelacy 
fromany Church, that-ownes theſe Primitive Churches , inſtitute by 
the Apoſtles, to be good and ſufficient Patterns; 'fo-neicher need we 
o any further, to find out that fubordination of 'Courts ard Afſem- 
lies oweed by us, as -neceſlacy'in the Presbyrerian conſtitution, Inas 
much, asit is certain that all the Churches of Chrift, are nor only 
moſt fimilar, bur really 'fo-uniced, or rather One among themſelyes, 
by reaſon of that one Lord, one Spirit, one Hope, one Faith, and 
one Baptiſm, which clearlyrenJer them one Body., that were it nor 
for 'the extraneous andaccidemal Impediments of time and place, and 
other Conditions, that attend this our frail and mortal State, Chrilt's 
Church on Earth, ſhould in effe&t be but one Aſſembly, and nokeſs 
one, than that in Heaven. 
From which ground it neceſfarly follows, that ſeing all the-- true 
Churches Chriſt are rather accidentally ſeparate, than really diſtin- 
guiſhed,rhey are in truth bur one body, which as naturally imports the 
fubordinationof Particular Churches, ro their ſuperior aſlociations, : as 
all cheparts and members ofthe Body are, & ought ro be Subject tothe 
whole, or as the ſingle Congregations, for example inchegreac Church 
of _,Amatzoch,werelyablerothedirection of its intire confiſtory. And im 
efic& the unicy of Ohrifts Church'on Earth, and his promiſed preſence 
init, even fromits moſtgeneral aflembly to- /f if were but twoor three 
meet Together wm his name, ave fo ſure and. cleare afoundarion for the 
powerot the whole oyerirs patts, and the fubordination of the lefler to 
thegreater, whercinivis included, that we ſee that' in all times and: pla- 
ces, and underal{torms, it hath been! conſtanily. acknowledged. L 
urgenotthe firſt affembly ar Jeruſatens, may beirwas butaicterencg,- 


4. 
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nor doTuſe any.argument from ©aul's concluding of the-queſtion as 
bout long Hair, with the general caſtor andſenſe of the:Churches -of 
God, bucthe thing is plain and obvious in common ſerſe;tharthe-union 
ofevery body whethe: E cclefjaſtick or Politick, imports the ſubordina- 
tionof its parts to the whole. So that Imuſt « "tary who. 
fo reflets upon that primitive power-and ſimple eſtare of Chriſts 
Church, will notonly find that particular Churches, whether greateror 
ſmaller, were in themſelves complear, having all the ordinances of Je- 
fus, underthe rule of their £1/ders, Querſeers, or Biſhops in an equal 
parity and joint Government, without any Superiority: But mult alſo ac- 
knowledge, that the unity of Chrifts Church in general, by them 
ſo 0099 8 acknowledged, did unavoidably inferr the due Subordinati- 
on and ſubmiſſion, of j 4s particular Churches, to any: broader aſſocia» 
tion whereof they came to beparts. And conſidering the beautiful or- 
der, and happy effects of this term, with the ſad conſcquences' that 
enſued upon the change, it had nodoubt been happy for all the Chur- 
ches that jt had eyer continued. | SLRS 
Bur it not being my purpoſe to digreſs into the notice of the firſt 
(perhaps innocent bur quickly abuſed ) alterations, whereby from leſs 
to more, under the pretext ot keeping order and unity, and alſo of adju- 
ſting the conſtirurion of the Church, to an agreeable conformity to that . 
of the State, this primitive, ſimple and humble order was firſt advanced 
toan Hierarchy, &afterwards exalted toa moſt Antichriltian Tyranny, 
with the perpetual gradual cuine of truth and piety, I ſhall only tell you, 
that it was at this firſt &rruly Apoſtolick appointment, that our Refor- 
mers from Popery, ſincerly aimed, and which after much wreltling, 
they at length obrained to be fully ſertled, andalſo civilly confirmed 
under the name of Pre/bitery, and Presbiterian Government 
abour che year 1592, And to this ſame happy period it is hoped, 
that the' late votre of Parliament, hath again reduced us. Ft 
ft parva licet componere magnis, and paſling extrinſick abatements, 
1 am inclinable to think that whoſo' truly - compares ' the purex 
primitive times of Prefbzery, with their aſter declinings: unto 
*Prelacy. and ali the ſuperſtition, Ignorance, impoſing, and 1yranny 
(Eſpecially after the cealing of Pagan perſecution) that fo viſibly enfued 
577; wo upon 


| 59 EI 
upon it, with our firſt times under the like Church frame” for with other 
Churches I meddle not_) and our after back ſliding from ir, andche lr... 
religion, Prophanity, and Violence, that thereon tollowed, may find 
a very ſatisfying parallel. | 

But becauſe albeit theſe things be plain and palpable, yer it is bur 
too true, that mixtures of corruptions have concurred, partly on the 
one hand, to occaſion, but more abundantly on the other, to create and 
raiſe prejudices againſt this Preſbyterian Government, which may now 
be again ſti:red to hinder its Re-eſtabliſhment, 1 ſhall proceed to notice 
ſuch of them as are commonly objected. 

And firſt ic hath been, and 1s ſaid , That Presb:terian Mint/7ers un- 
der the pretence of thcir power and commiſſion from Chriſt, withdraw 
and exempt themſelves from the Kings Jurisdic10n as to any thing (tho? 
otherwayes Treaſonable or Seditious ) ſpoke or done by them, directly 
in the exerciſe and diſcharge of their truſt. Thus when mett in their 
aſſemblies without and againſt the Magiſtrates order, They have refuſed 
to diſsolve at his command, affirming that they had their power and 
warrand by our Lords immediat Conceſſion, as alio when conveened 
betore the Kings Council, for T'reaſonable or Sedirious words.utrered in 
their Sermons,they have declined to anſwer, till cheir words or Doctrine, 
as they terme ir, ſhould be firſt tried by the Church, whether agree- 
able or not to the ©: ord of God, alledging that at leaſt in the firſt Inſtance 
they are only thereto accountable. 

But tho* this objeRion hath been much blown abour, to diſcredit 
Presbitry.as Imperiumin Imperio,incompatible with civil Government, 
as likewiſe that all queſtions rouching the Conflict of Juriſdiftions, ſpe- 
cially if they be Soveraign, are ever found to be yery aukward and intii- 
cate; Yet muſt ſay in the fiſt place, rhat for all the noiſe this objeion 
hath made, Inſtances of this kind, and theſe of a far higher nature, 
may far more cafily be found in che Prelatick, thanin the 7 esb:teria:s 
conſtitution, And it the accidental Court favour of Prelacy, and diſgrace 
of Presbitery,may in theſe lacer times have given the forincr any advan- 
tage, nothanks co its good nature {finceit ſerved neicher God nor the 


King for nought } more then co char of Preſotery, which manite!ty-n 
B tUn;cs 


times of temptation /rhe only times of tryal hath eyer witneſſed: the 
greater patience and Subjection; 

And next to come to the point-more cloſly, upon a ſmall examina- 
tion, it will appear , thar there is nothing truely in this matter, 
that isnot common, and conſequent to the principles of all per- 
ſwaſions, Inas much as it is certain, that the Church doth: not at 
all pretend to any Jurisdiftion of the ſame 4:nd with that of the 
Civil Magiſtrate: So that in effe&t there neither is, nor can be 
here any contrariety, to impede the Magiſtrates power, in its 
juſt and final Iflucs: .For if the Church on any occaſion, happen to 
afſzrt her Right, and decline a contrary Command, it ſhe humbly 
difobey, and give her Teſtimony ( as we have ſeen the beſt Prela- 
tick Churches do with great commendation) there is attend. Where- 
as if the Magiſtrate remain unſatistycd , he may till go on to exe- 
cute his own Laws and Edits , without any farther demur. 

Nor is there any more of imperium in imperzo, in this caſe, than 
in any ocher, where it comes to be queſtioned, whether it be right 
#n the ſight of God, to hearken unto Man, more than God? For 
there of neceſſity God's Impire and Command, comes to be oppo- 
ſed and preferred to Man's. And yet without the leaſt impeaching 
of any Right and Power, that the higheſt of Men may lawtully ac- 
claim. Suppoſing then that the Church hath Right and Warrand 
from our Lord, to. meet in Aſſemblies, as well for Goyernment as 
for Divine Worſhip (as we may ſce clearly that it has, and that with. . 
out this warrand, it is impoſſible that either of theſe Ordinanzes can 
be explicat ) is it not evident rhar it is by the ſame Principle, that 
directs and impowers Prelatifts to claim their right , and complain 
of wrong, when prohibit to meet together for Worſhip, that Pres- 
byterians do the like (and more they pretend notto) when hindred 
to Conveen for Goveznment ? And that inthis rnatter tliere can be 
no difterence, unleſs we ſhall think that the former are either in- 
difterent,. as to all Meetings, which they themſelves. do honeſtly 
diſclaim. as impious, or that they make adiſtinion betwixt Heetings 
for Worſhip ,, and Meetings for Diſcipline and Government , which 
yet in Ordinances cqually appointed, as theſe are, car-na ways be: | | 
admitted. In By. 


| 3 Wile 
- By all which, it'is evident, that when in former times ( which yer 
Fthink hapned but once in more then theſe Hundred Years, / and. 
| that in a very Critical Juncture): Miniſters mett in their aſſemblies 
for Government, declined to diſſolye at the Magiſtrates command, 
Humbly aſſerting. their own right, without any farther oppoſition; 
They in effe&t did no' more, and from .no- other Principle , than 
what all Prelatiſts allow, in cafe themſelves were prohibir'to meer 
rogether for worſhip, Vis, That ſecing 27 z5 better toobey God than 
Man, they covld not agree to it, But muſt afſert theic right with- 
out any prejudice, to the Magiſtrates juſt Authority, or farther op- 
poſition, to its full Execution, So that: the whole of this debate + 
doth evidently 1cfolye in this precise point, /hether Miniſters have 
not the ſame warrand from ther Maſter, to meet for diſcipline, as 
to meet for Worſhip? Which with ſubmiſſion, I muſt profeſs, I 
could never ſee Reaſon to diſtinguiſh. 

And as to the Charge of Declining the Magiſtrates cognition: in 
thefirf7? InFance, in the matter of: Dof7rine, Whatever ill-appear- 
aace it may have at the firſt view, it meerly proceeds from an. 
Unluckie Suppoſirjon, as it the Church and its Miniſters who ovghr 
to be the teachers and examples ofall Loyaltic, were yet not really 
ſuch in their perſwafion and;practice. -And thence it viſibly: flowes,. 
that if any of their number happen to tranſgreſs. by laſhing a few 
words in their Sermons, that prove offenſive, The whole Church: 
 Judicatures notwithſtanding,that all preſumptions- do make forthem, 
come preſently to be ſulpettcd as Judges incompetent; Whereas if" 
we would do them the ſame equal Juitice that we Crave to our: 
felves, and allow them not only the Charity of being good Subjcas,. > 
bur a right to their own Courts Authorized by both King-and Par- 
lament, we would eafily grant. that all that they have. at any time: 
contended for in this queſtion, is-purely the benefite-of. the good- 
| Order eſtabliſhed by his: Arazefiies Laws, without any. prejudice of 
his Royal Power and: Prerogative, which is here, as .in ſeyeral other +- 
caſes,-in the ſecond Inſtance intirely reſerved: 

It's known that the Houſe of Commons in England have the Privi-- 
ledge, which they alſo maintain-renaciouſly, thar for anything whar- 
" loeyer: 
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ſoeyer ſpoke by any Memberin-the Houſe, ſuppoſe-it may 5 fcdict- 
ous or Ireaſonable, yer can that Member only becall'd in queſtion for 
it by rhe Houſe it felf; and tarther, if here'acquite and abſolved, 
neither King nor Lords, may ſo much as inquire any more inro it. 
If then, this Civil Court meerly of Mans Making , have ſo high and 
incontrollable a Liberty, ſhould we-in a Chriſtian Kingdom, acknow- 
ledging Chriſts Miniſters to be ſuch, grudge them the Juſtice plecad- 
ed for, ſpecially fince it ſtill reſervesthe Magiſtrates Soyeraign Pow. 
&r, as Paramount to it, as hath been above declared. 

And that this Priviledge contended for by the Church, is indeed 
founded upon his Majeſties Laws, and thar, as being a Chriſtian Ma- 
giſtrate, and not preciſely arrogat ( as fome untruly alledge ) on a 
pretended D:zvme Prerogative, appears clearly by this, That neither 
did Primitive Chriſtians of old, nor Presbyferians of late, at all think 
this declinator proper, to be made toa Pagan Magiſtrate, when by 
him queſtioned for their Doctrine in the moſt Spiritual Points, as 
truely and rightly ſuppoſing the Pagan Magiſtrate to own no ſuch 
Law or Rule, But only the Chr:ſtian:; Nor doth -Chriſtianity there- 
fore diminiſh_the Magiſtrares juſt Power, any more than a man's 
omitting to propone betore an uſurping Tyrant, trampling upon all 
Law, ſuch Legal D:fences as he might and would make, before a 
Lawful Magiſtrate, Do:hderogare trom the Magiſtrates, juſt Right, 
which in efte& ir rather eſtabliſherh- | 

Ir's true it may be ſaid, that if the Magiſtrats Cognition be ad- 
mitred jn the ſecond initance, the Point appears to bs rather a Point 
of Policy, than of real mcompetency: And indeed it here we under- 
Ntand nothing. worſe by Polzcy, than the good Order avove mention- 
£d, eſtabliſhed by Law in the civil Sanction of the Churches Rights, 
I ſce not how this can be condemned, fince plainly the Plea am vunts 
tO no more, than thar true and Faithtul Miniſters, nevec yery 
acceptable 'to a licentious 'and profane: World, ſhould not be cx- 
pul:dio bz ha'ed from their Churches a 1d Charg2s, upon accuſari- 
ons th.t«may be li,chrly or maliciouſly proter'd againit them, by 
ary perſun rm whom cheir Noctrine proves anceaſy. Bar that ſee- 
ing vu: L534 G4: &taomuibed, aad the King aad Paciancnt has com 
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firmed Church' Judicatures, for the overſight and cenſure of all Mini 
ſters, Tranſgreſſing in any ſort, inthe diſcharge of their. office, all 
' ſuch accuſations ſhouldbe there firſt tabl'd and tryed, where cither 
ir may havea juſt ifue, or.in eaſe of wrong. Judgement paſs ro: the 
Magiſtrates Superior tryal, Which no Presayterian did ever in that: 
event Controyert. | 
And thus you may ſee, that the ſum ot this exemption, that. 
Pre/viterian © Miniſters are charged to arrogat, reſolves intirely in 
this, that ſeing it'cannot be denied, that Chrift hath inſticure their. 
Office, appoinred them their Rule , and ordained their fellow Pro- 
phets to be their Judges, and that theſe things are confirmed by the 
Laws of the Land, ſpecially by the AR. 114. 74, 6, par; 12. with: 
an expreſs declaration that the. At. 129. 7a; 6. par: 8. confirm- 
ing the Kings Royal power, over all Eftates and Perſons ſba/l no- 
ways derogat to the previledge God hath Gruen to the Spirttual Of 
ficebearers in the Kirk, Concerning beads of Religion: &e: And 
their effential Cenſures, Men ſhould therefore lay aſide all prevention, 
and faizly Judging that Miniſters according t9 their known duty , 
will no leſs. beware of points of Treafon or Sedition, than of points 
of Hereſy or Schiſme; leave them and their Doctring to be firſt try- 
ed and cenſured by their own Courts, after the order eſtabliſhed , 
without the leaft prejudice to the Kings Soveraign Pawey, to reviſe 
and correct their Judgment in caſe of error , Im the -/ecavd Inflance, 
which as I humbly conceive ſhould break no ſquares. | 
'  Andyert when | cenfider oathe other part, thas this ar beſt is but 
2a point of Priviledge, which albeit fometimes molt jufily and zea« 
touſly contended for as ſuch, by Faithtul men, is nevertheleſs as to- 
its uſeand exerciſe, free, and ought always to cedetothe greatendof the: 
Churches edification. } cannor but be: very tender of condemning any, 
who even when 'cleasty- queſtioned: for found Noctrine,. may be 
moved to forbear it. And my veaſon is, that albeie I atlow it.to be 
a priviledge as to its Reg/t, yet asto its: U/e weare under ne poſitive; 
precept. So: that if an honeſt Minifter Judgjng truth oe be ifs: own: | 
firmeft warrand; andius. free confeflion ies bet and maſt recommen» 
ded defence, ſhall when queſtioned on any pretextibetare the Magi> Su 6 
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ftrate, for his preaching, readily and- mcekly own it, as ipoke it | 
Gods Name, from his Word, without once offering to decline; I ſee 
not why he ſhould be reprehended, ſpecially when he may be thereto .; 
induced, by the examples both of our Lord andhis Apottles, ' as alfo 
that' of Jeremiah, whoſe Apology before the princes, viz. T hat the 
Lord had ſent him to [ay all that he had ſaid, andtherefore they ought 
to obey; but as for himſelf, be was in their Hands, only they might be 
afſured, that if they put him to death,. they ſhould be guilty of mnocent 
Blood, ſeeing that of a truth the Lord had ſent him, ſeems tobe an ex- 
act and excellent Pattern. | | 

The ſecond ObjeRion made againſt Presbyterian Miniſters, is, That 
. they tranſgreſs inmedling beyond their Line with $a7e-Afairs, to the- 
diſturbance both of the Government and publick Peace. But here it 
wereto bedefired, that the ObjeQors, inthe firſt place, would clearly 
red Marches: And next, 'it is very certain, that whatever may be juſtly 
ObjeRed on this Head, is neither peculiar to Presbytery, nor more 
chargeable on Presbyterian Preachers, than on thoſe of other Perſwa.. 
ſions. But becauſe there is, nodoubr, a Meaſure inthis Matter, / tho” 
its preciſe Boundings cannot be ſo diſtin&tly fixed ) And that neither. 
Truth-nor Ingenuity allow meto affirm, Thar our Miniſtcrs (Men ſubs. 
- jeftrolike paſſions with others) have at notime tranſgreſſed; I muſt. 
inanſwerſay, That to offer to judge the Principles and Spirit of a whole. 
Party in all times, from what hath been found to be the Temper and. 
Pradlice of ſome few of that Way, at certain times, ſpecially times of. - 
temptation, is no ways juſt norequal. And whether the times where. 
in our Miniſters þave been found guilry of theſe Exceſles, were not times: 
of remprtatien, by reaſon either of ſome extraordinary prevailing Con-. 
tention, or the unhappy Involution of our Church in State- Engage 
ments 5 And whether at other times when theſe temptations ceaſed, as 
during the Engliſh Uſyrpation, andinall the Years of the lare Suppreſ.. 
fion, that ſucceeded, they were not again as abitract and free of all Med- 
lings. And laſtly, whether the ſame Vicifſitudes have not been obſcr= 
vablein Prelatiſts, according ro.the Ch nges wherewith they have been 
exerciſed; Theſe things, I 4ay, I leave to the lmpartial. Reflection of 
- - every Mans Mcmory, 1029; 8 tt ore Fs 
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Howeyer, upon the matter Iam ſure, chat all Presbyterians do hear- 
tily agree, That the example of our Lord and his Apoſtles in their 
Preachings, for the Worlds Converſion and Reformation, and which 
were indeed as far from State-Medlings, as our Lord himſelf was from 
civil judging; istheir beſt pattern. And really fince our Lords uncon- 
troverted Power, Intereſt and Acceſs to have interpoſed this way in 
publick Matters, doth render his forbearance ſo much the more obſer-_ 
vable; and that it is unqueſtionable, that the preaching of Faith and 
Repentance / as ſome dolightly, but all Men may ſeriouſly, term it} 
isalone ſufficient, 7o make tbe Manof God perfet?, throughly fur | 
anto all good works; As likewiſe that the reforrfiing of Men, i$th 
effecual and beſt correion, of all publick, as well as private Abuſes ; 
I cannorſee why ſuch plain and evident Truths, ſhould not bring all par-. 
ties to one and the ſame Underſtanding. FN. 
I mightalſo hereadd, Thatour Miniſters preſent inoffenſive Deport-. 
ment, after the long Tract of theſe yarious Diſpenſations. wherewith it 
hath pleaſed the Lord to exerciſe, and I hope, to poliſhthcm, tor a more 
cloſe purſuance of his Work, may, I think, give all Men a ſatisfying. 
Aſſurance in this Matter. But the truth is, that at this time, there ap- 
pears fo little ground for the Objetion on the Miniſters part 5 and on 
the other part, this critical cenſuring, even when it may have ſome real 
cauſe, ſo naturally admits, and isſo readily pouſſed on, by the Mixtures 
of Mens pride and impatience, that I cather fear I haye ſaid too much. 
The principal Work of Goſpel-Miniſters, is certainly to hold forth 
the Werd of the Lord, and the Rules of Truth and Righteouſneſs theie- 
in contained, with all evidence and power : But the application, ſpeci- 
ally in publick Afﬀairs, requiring a more diffuſe and exact Knowledge of 
Martrers of Fact, (whereot a great part are without the Preachers Line) 
369 cpencing in all caſes chiefly upon the Hearers Conſcience, hid in 
1S.OWR Breaſt, and the Spirits peculiar Province, doth noleſs clearly 
require the greateſt Skill and Tenderneſs. And in my humble Opinion, 
conſidering the many Inconveniences, that commonly attend the lcaſt 
exceſs of Liberty in State- Matters, The great end of Ed. fication, 
| dothin this cafe,- rather perſwade to leave this Work of Application in 
publick whally to the Spitics management and influence upon wr 
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. Andfarther, if a te concluded, by a Final Refolution, 
and e A paſt upon it by the Civil Magiſtrate, which all good SubjeRs | 
are obliged ro Notice; its hardly fuppoſcable in any Chriſtian State, not 
direRly apoſtatizing from the Faith, that ir can contain ſogroſs an Aber-. 
ration, asto allow publick Declaiming againſt it; whichis plainly. the 
laſt of Remed.cs: So that any Srare-&rror here calable, being tor the 
moſt part ſuch as good Chriſtians may differ about, withour any mani- 
feſt hazard of their Salvation; I think it may be eaſily accorded, that 
It! better in ſuch an occurrence, to commit Men to the Convicti- 
3289s Spirir, from the light of general Precepts declared from 
Scripture, as the method more promiſing, than todeſcend with the ha- 
zard of Charity and Peace to uritating, and forthe moſt part unedify-' 
ing Applications. 

Bur yer, as in Old Times, we find that befidethe Teachers of the 
Law, who were of the Prieſts and Levites, and whoſe place and Sear 
our Preachers under the Goſpel do now pofleſs; the Lord was pleaſed, 
upon Occaſions, to ſend forth prophets, with ſpecial Mcſſages, not on- 
ly for predictions, but alſo for extraordinary warnings ; ſoit cannot be 
denied, but that he, who hath the re/idxe of the ſame ſpirit, may at 
times, and according to his good pleafure, till ſtir up and prompt his 
Servants to the like particular Admonitions, which tho'always agree= 
able rothe written Ward, yet fall not under ordinary Rules, andare in 
effect beſt juſtificd by a firm adheience, without any Declinator, after 
the example of the ſame ancient Prophers,- whatever may be the iſſue. 

And thus having ſhewed, that the Charge contained in this Objecti- 
on. doth not affect Presbyterians more than others; and rhat howeyer 
former Occaſions might have influenced them, yer their preſent frame 
and carriage isaboye exception. And having alfo adventured to ſet down; 
my Thoughts in truth and foberneſs, concerning this moſt tendegpoint 
ot Doctrinal Applications, with a due reſeryc of the unboundable Li- 
berty of the Lords free Spirit, infuch a manneras hope may be fatisfy- 
ing toevery Soul, that truly ſearsthe Lord, and trembles athis Word, 
L thall now cloſe my Diſcourſe-on both the foregoing Objections, with 
this one: Word of humble Advice, to thoſe who-may yet remain uncon- 
vinced; andthatis, Thartthey would burcoolly reflet upon thefe rhei 

orchudices 
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prejudices, and what they truly import, which indeed atthe bottom, 


15no berrer than this, Thar the Miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt, whom we- - 


our ſelyes acknowledge tobe ſent of him, to inſtruc and guide us inthe 
way of Salvation, tho' they profeſs all Subjeion to the Civil Govern- 
ment, yet mult notpreſumeſo far, as to do what not only all approven 
Societies, but-all Men every where, either for common buſineſs, idle- 
neſs, or worſe ends, do, viz. To meet together, even abouttheir Ma- 
ſers and our Souls Concerns, without leave expreſly asked and gi- 
ven, and as ſome would haye it, a Cenſor fer over them: 
And albeit refuſed this Liberty, yet muſt not fo much as ſay, That 
their Maſter and they are wronged; That albeit we hold them to be 
Teachers ſent of God, toteachus all Vertue a"d Morality, and our 
Parliaments have confirmed to them, the Priviledpes that Chriſt hath 
given them, 'y etmult they not pretend to the benefit of this Ocder, to 
wit, to be firſt liable, for trial of their Doctrine delivered from Gods 
Word, in the Courts he hath appointed : Bur upon every Alledgance 
of offenſive Words droptin their Sermons, mulit be charged ro anſwer 
immediately betore Civil Courts, without daring to proteſt for the a- 
foreſaid benefir, albeit eſtabliſhed by the La'vs both of God and Man, 
Andlaſtly, That though we be commanded, and do profeſs to hear 
them, with evod Memas, and humble Hearts, as the Meſſengers of 
Chriſt, yer we cannot bear their Liberty of Speech, rho” all Meneclſe 
both acclaim and uſe it; unleſs it be bounded by a Rule of our own 
| _— and which no Man as yet hath adventared preciſely to de. 
ne | 

This being the true Paraphraſe, of the above-mentioned Prejutices, 
What elſe canthey argue, Than that in the Matters, and touching the 
Minifters of God, evil Sufpitions preponderat the beſt Prefum- 
ptions; and Mens ſecret and unobſerved Corruption, prompts them 
to jealouſe ſuch, for words in things ſecular, ro whom nevertheleſs they 
ſecurely commit the condutt of their Souls, in all Spirituals; androim- 
uu the common failings of a few frail men in times of trial, to the 
rinciples and Spirit of a whole Order, whom yer they do not deny to 
be ot Chriſts own Inſtitution, and to aim ſincerely at his good plea- 


ſure, | 
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But how muck more were. it xo bedefired; that prejudices laid a- 


- #Aide, all men would fer oufly call ro mind, that under the Sun there: 


is nothing perfeft: Thar che Lord himfelt hath committed the Heg- 
uvenly Treaſure of his Word, even to earthen Veſſels: That theſe al 
fo amongſt Us he hath of a long time been purging, fitting and pre- 
pating, by a Remarkable Tract of humbling experiences: Thar if for- 
merly ſome through Tempration did exceed, there were allo Faults: 
on both fides: And hattly that all che Excefies that Presbvierians 
can be charged with, are but Mole-hills, compared co the Moun- 
fains of the late Clergies Diſorders. Which things being graveiy 
pondered, I am confident, that for times to come, it wilt cafily ap- 
car to be the true and beft Method, toward a happy. Sertlement. that 
h Miniſters ſhould be w/e, and the Fudges of the Farth inſliru- 
Fred, to ſerve the Lord with Fear, and rejoyce with Frembling : 
EAnd that therefore our Rulers, kiſſing the Sou, and going toreward 
in His Work, ſhovkd in the firſt place, fer up and reftore Pres bytery, 
Recommended to them by the will of God, as well as by His Peo- 
ples Inclination, forgetting bypaſt Offences, which may be well judg- 
ed to be now ſufficiemly expiate, and leaving what may occur for 

the future, to an after more ſeaſonable Correction. | 
"The third Objetion moved againſt Presbytery, Is the /everity of 
its Diſcipline, and certafnly Church Diſcipline is a concern more 
tetider and delicate, rhan moſt men imagine, as being not more apt 
to be ruined by negle&, than fruftrat and rendered incfiectual by an 
overſtretched ſeverity. Burt alas! it men would alittle refle&t, what 
was the manner and meafure of Church Diſcipline, in the Ancient 
Primitive Times; they would ſoon be convince, that irs then ſtrict? 
neſs was indecd as far beyond all our Prechyrer:an Rigours, as their 
Holineſs is deyond our Loeſeneſs: And that the true difference be- 
ewixt us and them, lyes moſtly in this, That rhey had then to. do 
with a humble People, willmg co fabmit, and ordinarly undertaking: 
more than was impoſed; whereas Miniſters now, have toYo-witha; 
Generation, that have aleogether irybormihe Yoke, und burff che Bands: 
And the few thac. make any fubmiſſion, ave: vidily: of the acaner 
ſort, who in formality comply, becauſe they dare not do otherwiſe. 
= > =: oi 
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Sor that the Errour of Pre-bytery oh this Ixind, 'appears: 'ro me ' fr 
to be-in the: Degree . bur. plainly thataliniſters-offcr: to apply their: 
Diſcipline for Repenrance and ;Abſohition, | ſuch/as arenccher <a« 
pile: nor: worthy. And the Rule, Gree-net that 20h 15) fakrunts; 
gbe Dogs. neither caſt ye your Pearls before Swe. left they tra mple: 
them under their feet and turn again and rent you ,is indeed both their 
Reproof and ' Warning. | | | 
E am thetefore very free to acknowledge, that if this be all mean; 
by the Charge contained in this ObjeRion; 'Presbytery hath exceed< 
ed: Burt ro' underftand the thing more perfectly, I thalt diftinaly 
take notice of a few Particulars, which I hope may as. to this Point 
© be fully farisfying. 2 17 TY Tet 
And Dv/eiphne beginning with the Notice, cither given:or taken» 
of occutring Sea dals, ir is undoubredly- unbecoming that C/hrrptian' 
Charity, whence all Church Cenſures ſhould proceed, and thar end; 
- of Edification where they cugint to texminare, either: to raife Scan-. 
dals by a curious inquiry into things latent, or to heighten chem, by 
mifcon{truction in matters Dubious. ' But where Qttences come ro: 
be open and notour, plainly tending ro the prejuilice; as! well of the 
reſt of the Flock. as of che Offender;.chere. no quettion, Charity calls 
for Difcipline to be applied, in fo far as E4:fraron may be expected, 
unleſs a Paſtor dv viſthly neglet? his eruft: Bu, Hay, in fo far as tdifi-. 
cation may be expected, becaate albeir the fcanda}:were Magram, yerif 
either the Quality of the Party, or any orher Circumſtance, do clearly 
intimate, that the ufing of Diſcipline, would ſooner produce diforder, 
than the end of Edification; It is undoubredty the Paſtor and Charches 
Bury , in ſuch a caſe, to forbdear che tevitie(s exerciſe ot rhis mean, and? 
rather to conrent themfelves with fuch ochers, as may bemoreprobably; 
wed', and above-all ,” wich adre{fing -earneftty tothe Lord himſelf, 
for remedy. To preſs and perfur. cenfure meerly for the: Churches 
_ erethir, is nor't Oh iffian, far tefs x Previiyteriam Pratice , and the 
Papi! /Folminaions #gainft Kinys and Princes, .every-wherefo odious,” 
do 'ſo' marrfeſtly flow 'tmmr” this Bounarn,, \that whoſs- remembers 
the meekneſs me lowlnckof owe Lord Jefus, andpropefesthe &/f 
{1 Mind 1698 war in Him. for is Patees, . math perpavally-dif- 
own it. | Nor. 
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But how much more were.it ro bedefired; that prejudices laid a- 
fide, all mers would fer oufly call ro mind, that under the Sun there: 


i nothing perſet : Thar the Lord hinfelt hath commitred the Hea- 
venly Treaſure of bis Word, even to earthen Veſſels: That theſe al- 
ſo amongſt Us he hath of a long time been purging, fitting and pre- 
pating, by a Remarkable Tract oft humbling experiences: That if for- 
merly ſome through Tempration did exceed, there were allo Faults. 
on both fides: And hftly that all che Excefies that Presbvierians 
cart be charged with, are but Mole-hills, compared co the Moun- 
fains of the late Clergies Diſorders. Which things being graveiy 
pondered, I am confident, that for times to come, it wilt cafily ap- 
pear to be the true and beft Method, toward a happy Sertlement. that 

h Miniſters ſhould be wwe, and the Fudges of the. Earth inſliru- 
Fred, to ſerve the Lord with Fear, and rejoyce with Frembling » 
And that therefore our Rulers, kiſſing the Son, and going, toreward 
in His Work, ſhovlkd in the firſt place, fer up and reftore {res bytery, 
Recommended to them by the will of God, as well as by His Peo-+ 
ples Inclination, forgetting bypaft Offences, which may be well judg- 
ed to be now ſufficiemly expiate, and leaving what may occur for 
the future, to an after more ſeaſonable Correction. 

"The third Objection moved againſt Presbytery, Is the ſeverity of 
its Diſcipline , and certafnly Church Diſcipline is a concern more 
tender and delicate, than moſt men imagine, as being not more apt 
to be ruined by negle&, than fruftrar and rendered ineffectual by an 
overſtrerched ſeveriry. Burt alas! it men would alittle refle&t, what 
was the manner and meafure of Church Diſcipline , in the Ancient 
Primitive Times; they would ſoon be convince}, that irs then ſtrict? 
neſs was indecd as far beyond all our PresbyrerianRigours, as their 
Holineſs is deyond our Looſeneſs: And that the rue difference be- 
ewixt us and them, lyes moſtly in this, Thar rhey had then to. do 
with a bumble People, willing ro fabmit, and ordinarly undertaking! 


more than was impoſed; whereas Miniſters now,. have to do: witha | 


Generation, that have alrogether &rohtorthe Yoke, nnd burff che Bands: 
And the few- thac_ make any fubmiſſion, ave: willy: of the cancer 
ſort, who in formality comply , becauſe they dare not do otherwiſe. 
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So that rhe Errour of Pre bytery oh this hand; appears. 'ta-me '6r 
to be-in the: Degree. bur. plainly chaktapliniſters-offer: to :apply tbeir: 
Diſcipline for Repentrance. and :Abfohition, 'tmrſych as arencacher <a« 
pile: nor worthy. And the Rule, Gree:net that 22h:ch 15) ak te; 
#be Dogs, neither caſt ye your Pearls before Swi7ie. leſt they tra mpie. 
them under their fee! and turn again and rent you , is iideed both their. 
Reproof and ' Warning. | bf | 
EF am therefore very free to acknowledge, that if this be all meanc; 
by the Charge contained in this ObjeQion; Presbytery hath exceed< 
ed: Bur ro' underftand the thing more perfectly, I halt diftinaly 
take notice of a few Particulars, which 1 hope may as. to this Poinr 
"3 be fully farisfying. f elf 0h e091] 
And Dv/erphne beginning with the Notice, either given:or raken: 
of occutring Sea: dals, ir'is undoubredly unbecoming that C/riftian' 
Charity, whence all Church Cenſures ſhould proceed, 'and thar end: 
. of Edifitation where they cugin to terminate, either to raife Scan-: 
dals by a curious inquiry into things latent, or to heighten chem, by. 
 miſconſ{truction in matters Dubious. ' But. where Qtfences come ro: 
be open and notour, plainly tending ro the prejudice, as well of the: 
reſt of the Flock. as ot che Offender; there. noquetiion, Charity calls 
for Difcipline to be applied, in fo far as Ed:fraton may be expected, 
unlefs a Paſtor do viſibly neglet? his truft: Bui, Lay, in fo far as tdifi-. 
cation may be expected, becaafe albeir rhe feanda} were Magram,/yerif 
{| . either the Quality of the Party, or any orher Circumſtance, do clearly 
intimate, that the ufing of Diſcipline, would ſooner produce diforder, 
than the end of Edifications It is undoubiedly the Paſtor and Charches 
Dity, in ſuch a caſe; io fordear the fruitleſs exerciſe ot this mean, age: 
rather to convent themſelves withtfuch others, as may' be rmoreprobably: 
wed', and above-all,” "wich adreſfing -earneftty ro the Lord /himlelf, 
for remedy. To preſs and perfur..cenfure meerty for the Churches: 
_ erethir, is nor'& Oh fian, far tefs u Prexiiyreriam Prattice , and the 
Papil /Fulminaions &ainft Kinys and Princes, .every:wherefo odious, 
ds 'ſo' manfeſtly flow twin this Eounain,)rhat whoſs- remembers 
the 'meekneſy me lowhncſoof our Lord: Jefos, andpropefesrhe &/ je 
{#1 Mind that war in Hem. for 'kis Pacreen, nut perpavally-dif- 
own it. Nor. 
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Nor ought the Church to be leſs tender in its procedure, for re- 
moving ſcandals, after their DO) diſcovery, by adhibiting in the firſt 
place the moſt loving and gentle ways'of Admonition and InſtruRi- 


on, in order to the parties conviction, both in private and in the 


more publick Tryal, before expoſing and putting to ſhame by open 
rebuke; and then by a Charitable Relaxing as much as is poſſible, the 
ſtricneſs of ordinary Forms, for the better gaining of the offender, 
which evidently is molt conformable bath to our Lords Precept and 
Pleaſure. - 

Citations, Ly bels, diſcuſſing of the Relevancy, taking probation , 
adviſing of the cauſe, and giving Judgement; are all rational and 
fair ſteps in matter of judicature, for declaring and determining right 
or wrong: but where the ſingle end is toreclaim, and recover a poor 
Sinner, and prevent the ſtumbling of others, they muſt of neceſli- 
ty prove very aride and unfruittul Formalities, it. not ma*ageo and 


mollified by the tendereſt Charity: And if even in theſe particulars, _ 


the humble eMHiniftery recommended by our Lord, be not diſtingui- 
ſhed in this its exerciſe, from the manner of ſecular Authority; ac+ 
cording to his expreſs appointment, 

As likeways for the laſt ſtep, when the ſcandal comes to beclear- 
ly tound, and its author manifeſtly redargued; queſtionleſs the moſt 
moving and pathetick exhortations to repentance, can never be c- 
nough uſed: And farther publick reproof, and putting ro ſhame in 
caſe of obſtinacy , as alſo the keeping back from the Lords Table, 
and noting and diſcountenancing, or ( even in its proper caſes ) the 
cutting off of ſuch offenders, are in like manner, of our Lords appoint- 
ment. Butas forall capitulatings, enjoynings, - or threatnings to re. 
pent, or to any circumſtance thereof, either by retuſing of extrin- 
ſick favours, or 'menacing {as with ourlawery ſuch as come to be 
excommunicar) with all other indirect methods, let them be for eyer 
laid aſide. -Reyentance is trom the free grace of Gods \pirit, that 
bloweth where it hfeth; Andtho' the Lord: may SanQiifie [things 
purely accidental , for convincing and: bringing home a Sinner, yet 
the only means to us:-allowed for that end, are the word, and - tair 

rebuke and cenſure; - And whatever courſes we take beſides theſe, 
| -. "are 
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2:e plainly the devices of a endeayouring by the procurement of a 
feigned ſubmiſſion to ſalye their own honour , with the coſt of Gods 
Glory, to whom all diſſemblers ſpecially in pretended repearances , 
are 'an abomination; Beſides that Re-admi/ſion- to Church-fellow- 


{ ſhip and priviledges, is athing ot more value, than to be proferr'd 


where not truely deſerved, and ſeriouſly ſued for. And all the Churches. 
of Chriſt, and ours in particular, have ſo notourly transgreſſed, by 
Corrupting both the thing and name of 7rue Publick Kepertance , 
toward God, unto the vain tormality of a God-mocking fennance; that I 
cannot but again wiſh, that this woful evil may be thorowly amended, 
Mourning, Faſting, beating down of the Body, and other ſoul affliting 

- martifications, are no doubt of ſingular uſe and acceptance alſo , 
when flowing trom a heart truly humbled for finin Gods ſight. Bur if 
any Bodily Pain of this ſort, muſt needs be impoſed and inflited 
by others, for correcion, let the Juſtices of peace, and other Ma. 
giſtrates inthe fear of God ſee toir, butlet not ths name, ordinance 
and Church of Chriſt, be thereby profaned. 

And I am confident that were this ordinance of Church Diſcipline, 
thus Charitably and holily exerciſed (as we may hope it ſhall bs) 
and theſe thereby noted , not ſentenced as it were to repent, or ra- 
ther to do Pennance, but aftet due admonition and Rebuke, in the 
Lords name and Authority, freely lett ro the Grace of God to re- 
pent indeed, and humbly to beg reconciliation and re admiſſion; then 
ſhould we ſoon ſee more of its good Fruzts, and hear fewer complaints 

—Of its Severity. | 

To theſe objeRions aboye diſcuſſed, I know that others alſo may 

be added, Touching certain particular forms and methods of Pre/- 


, Gitery, but ſeeing they are not ſo much made a ground ot theſe pre- 


judices , that were here principally deſigned to be remoyed, and 
are fully ellwhere by others anſwered, I ſhall not farther inſiſt. 
There remain yet two general conſiderations for ,Pre/bztery, that 
I judge may and ſhould alone pre-ponderat , to all the exceptions 
that catv\be made againſt ic. Theoneis, that I beleive it to be incon- 
teſtable over all Scotland , that Pre/biter:an Government in this 
Church is undoubtedly the mm—_ that hath been always _ 
mo 


| | (18) es TO 

moſt -conducible for the preſervarion' of the Proteſtant Religion,and 
the advancement of true knowledge, Piety and godlinefs:' Which be. . 
ing the principal, if northe fole ends of all Charch-Govyernmenrs, doin 
all right andreafon whether Divineor Humane, give Pre/b:itery(arleaſt 
as tothis Kingdom.,the moſt preferable and beſt CharaRer. And the'6= 
ther, that beſides the foreſaid intrinſick and Spiritual recommendation, 
It hath alſo noleſs certainly this Politick adyantage,as tothe Nationxthat 
it is abſolutely neceſſary for its preſent compoſure and quiet, irbeinfrnow 
aſter the long and fad experience of two attempts, of twicethirty years, 
to make this Church and Kingdom peaceably ſubmit to prelacy, 
manifeſtly found, that unleſs Presbzteriau Government be Bidy ard 
intirely reſetled, after its old and wonted manner, 'it is morally im- 4 
poſſible: ro reſtore and eſtabliſh our peace, | ER nr 4 

* Bur the truth and weight of thefe things bein NE fe- 
hended and acknowledged by all- 1 ſhall only for a Conclufi- 
on, put upthis hearty wiſh, that it would pleaſe God to incline all 
mens hearts, more to the love and obedience of the Truth, and rhe 
ſerious ſtudy and practice of Holineſs,” and thenTam ſure, that Pres- | 
bitery, one of the principal Means thereto tending ,. ſhall-no longer * 
be accounted a burdenſome Yoke, but cordially imbraced by all, as : 
a Heavenly- Bleſſing. 4:4; oath 
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